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For future editions could you amend a 
couple of email addresses for me. The 
address for the news sheet (weekly 
notices editor) is 
ainsworthnews@hotmail.com. The 
other,  for virtual notices - 
mail@ainsworthmethodist.org.uk  
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C o n t e n t s  

From that time on Jesus began to say plainly to 
his disciples, “I must go to Jerusalem and suffer 
much from the elders, the chief priests, and the 
teachers of the Law. I will be put to death, but 
three days later I will be raised to life.”  

Matthew 16:21 
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E d i t o r ' s  I n t r o d u c t i o n  

Please note the closing date for items for the next issue is 
the  

21st May for the June/July issue.  

Just email them to  pdf1@hotmail.co.uk 

Welcome to the one hundred and Twenty third 
issue of ‘THROUGH THE GATES’.   
 
  
This edition covers 
the period of 
Easter, and Rev. 
Chris’s letter talks 
about Holy Week 
and Easter being 
the high point of 
the Christian year.  
 
Easter Sunday is the day chosen to celebrate the 
resurrection of God’s son, executed as a criminal, 
yet innocent. A Parallel with the innocent lambs 
sacrificed at the festival of Passover in the Old 
Testament . It could be said that this sacrifice 
started on Palm Sunday as Jesus rode in full public 
triumphal entry on a donkey into Jerusalem with 
great courage knowing  that  the authorities where 
out to get him. This sacrifice means that Jesus can 
lead us into the presence of God without fear and 
without shame. 
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Letter from  

 

Dear Friends 

 

As you read this 
letter my thoughts 
will be turning 
towards Holy Week 
and Easter. I write 
that with a certain 
amount of 
trepidation because 
for almost all 
ministers in the 
church it is a really busy season. Having said that, I 
do prefer Easter to Christmas. There are a couple of 
reasons for this, firstly there is less family pressure 
and secondly Holy Week and Easter is the supreme 
point of the Christian year.  

 

Let me unpack those points. I 
will start by thinking about 
families and Easter. With 
Christmas there comes 
expectations of family 
gatherings, parties and 
present swapping there is 

less of that pressure at Easter. At Easter it is nice to 
exchange Easter eggs and perhaps see family for a 
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“ 

 

 

 

meal but there is not the same pressure to see 
everyone. Having grown up in a church family the most 
important thing has always been the 
Easter Sunday Church service. 

 

My second point is that Holy Week and 
Easter are the high points of the 
Christian year. I am not saying that 
Christmas is unimportant. The 
celebration of the birth of Christ and the incarnation is a 
very special event; however Christmas would lose most 
if not all of its meaning without the events of Holy Week 
and Easter Sunday. If Jesus had not been betrayed, 
arrested, tried, crucified and resurrected we would not 
be following Jesus today. 

 

Please note that in this letter I 
have always kept Holy Week 
and Easter together. They 
really are all one event. You 
cannot have the celebration of 
Easter Sunday without the 
pain and sorrow of the Holy 
Week and particularly the 

death of Jesus on the cross on Good Friday. I fail to see 
how we can celebrate Jesus’ resurrection without 
mourning his death. I have had people comment to me 
that they do not like Good Friday. To be honest I don’t  

the Manse 

“Christmas 
would lose most 

if not all of its 
meaning without 

the events of 
Holy Week and 
Easter Sunday” 
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Letter from  

 

think you are supposed to like 
Good Friday but you can’t have 
Easter Sunday without it.  

 

This incidentally is why I am 
concerned that many churches go 
from Palm Sunday to Easter Sunday without noticing 
that the death of Jesus takes place in the week 
between them.  

To this end I want to invite you to come to Harwood 
on Maundy Thursday evening at 7:30 and to the 

Good Friday morning 
service at 10am.  

 

I know that not everyone 
can get to a service but in 
that case, I would 
encourage you to read 
the bible story and reflect 
prayerfully on it so that 
when it comes to Easter 
Sunday you have thought 
about the  death of Jesus. 
You can find the story in 
Matthew chapters 26 and 
27.  

“I want to invite you 
to come to Harwood 

on Maundy 
Thursday evening at 

7:30 and to the 
Good Friday 

morning service at 
10am” 



7 

 

 

The central message of our faith is that Christ Jesus 
died on the cross and that he was raise up from the 
grave to new life for us bringing us forgiveness and 
eternal life. I do hope that over Holy Week and Easter 
this year even if you can’t get to church you will find 
some time to reflect on the story so that you mourn 
Jesus’ death and celebrate the risen Lord.  

 

I do wish you a Happy Easter. 

 

Chris Pritchard 

 

 

 

the manse 



8 

 

Looking Back 

Looking 

Back 

The previous issue 
featured this picture 
of  the chapel when it 
was very new, taken 
sometime in the 
1890’s. and we 
pointed out an 
additional item 
coming down from 
the ceiling and asked if any readers knew what this was.  

Dave Earnshaw kindly replied and sent the picture below. 

There was a circle of mesh around the two fittings and in 
the roof space was ducting to take out the fumes, on the 
roof was a large vent.  I remember the vent being blown off 
during high winds some years ago.  It was not put back and 
roof ridge vent tiles replaced it. 
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Puzzle page 

Thanks to Lindy for 
submitting this puzzle 
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Hymn writers 

 
The Hymn Writers  page in this magazine is based on the 
research of Michael Bainbridge. To hear the full stories, why 
not attend our Classical Praise services at 6pm on the first 
Sunday of each month (see page 23) and you get to sing the 
hymns too! 

‘O for a Thousand Tongues to Sing’  

is a hymn written by Charles Wesley. Charles Wesley wrote over 
6,000 hymns, many of which were subsequently reprinted, 
frequently with alterations.  
Charles Wesley was suffering a bout of pleurisy in May, 1738, 
while he and his brother were studying under the Moravian 
scholar Peter Boehler in London. At the time, Wesley was 
plagued by extreme doubts about his faith. Taken to bed with the 
sickness, on May 21 Wesley was attended by a group of 
Christians who offered him testimony and basic care. He read 
from his Bible and found himself deeply affected by the words, 
and at peace with God. Shortly his strength began to return. He 
wrote of this experience in his journal, and counted it as a renewal 
of his faith. One year from the experience, Wesley was taken with 
the urge to write another hymn in commemoration of his renewal 
of faith. This hymn took the form of an 18-stanza poem. The 
modern version starts at verse 7 of the original work and omits 
some later verses, including these two, a reflection of the state of 
the capital at the time! 

 

Harlots, and publicans, and thieves, 

In holy triumph join! 

Saved is the sinner that believes, 

From crimes as great as mine. 

 

Murderers, and all ye hellish crew, 

    Ye sons of lust and pride, 

    Believe the Saviour died for you; 

    For me the Saviour died. 
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 Bolton Methodist Circuit Youth  

What a great afternoon!  It was a great time for all ages, 28 
people, including 18 young people aged 4 to about 13 years 
had fun learning how to play African and Latin American 
drums. 
 
We each had our own drum, so everyone could join in. We 
turned from amateurs into quite a musical team with lots of fun 
and laughter. Our Drum teacher Rome, enthused us all to 
express ourselves to reveal our musical rhythm. He also 
introduced us to other traditional instruments to complement 
the drums. 
 
Then we had the added bonus of Carrs Pasties. Fun, food and 
fellowship, the ideal combination! We folk from Ainsworth 
Sunday School had a fantastic time!  
 
Thank you Jo Dolman for organising this great event and The 
Triangle was a great Venue.  This was a great multi age event, 
be sure to take the opportunity to come along next time, I 
know I will.  
Fiona - Sunday School Leader 

Circuit Drumming Event  
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Living Gospel 

Brighton and Hove,  

first Methodist churches to become 
Churches of Sanctuary 

 

Methodist churches in Brighton 
and Hove have been awarded 
Church of Sanctuary status at a 
special service that took place 
at Dorset Gardens Methodist 
Church on Sunday 12th March 
2023. They are the first 
Methodist churches in Britain to 
achieve Church of Sanctuary 
status. 

The City of Sanctuary movement began in 2007, when 
Sheffield became the UK’s first ever City of Sanctuary. Since 
then, hundreds of local councils, schools, universities, 
libraries, theatres and more have been awarded with 
Sanctuary status, pledging to create a culture of solidarity, 
inclusivity and welcome.  

Revd Andy Lowe, Superintendent Minister of the Brighton 
and Hove Methodist Circuit, commented, “Applying for 
‘asylum’ is not a crime, but criminalising people for even 
trying to get to a safe place is a crime against humanity. 
Detaining and deporting them without even considering their 
story and claim is immoral and unethical. Those who exploit 
already vulnerable people making money from them are 
those committing crime. Stop them, don’t stop the boats.  

More information from 

ww.methodist.org.uk/about-us/news/latest-news/all-
news/brighton-and-hove-first-methodist-churches-to-
become-churches-of-sanctuary 
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…  From page 12 

Bolton has a City of Sanctuary group and City of Sanctuary 
supporters in Bolton so far include: 

 

Bolton at Home, the Octagon Theatre, Bolton Council of 
Mosques, Bolton Hindu Forum, Bolton Wanderers Community 
Trust, Bolton CVS, Urban Outreach, British Red Cross, BRASS, 
the Destitution Project and a range of churches and community 
groups.  

Five years ago Bolton Mayor chose City of Sanctuary as one of 
the Mayor’s charities. 

 

More information from  

https://bolton.cityofsanctuary.org/about 

 

Bury’s  City of Sanctuary Group is based at Bury Baptist 
Church, Manchester Road, Bury.  

Member’s News 

Margaret Scholes  
would like to say a big 
thank you for all her 
cards, gifts and good 
wishes for her 90th 

birthday  
(12th February) 
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Guild 

 

Ainsworth Methodist Guild 

 
Our first meeting of 2023 was a Biblical Bring and Buy.  
 

Gloria Jackson organised 
this meeting, resurrecting an 
event we have had in the 
past. We had been 
challenged to find an article, 
or two, which is mentioned in 
the bible for the "buy" part of 
the evening. Some of our 
newer members weren't 

aware what was expected but others of us had spare items, 
so there were enough items to share around. We had fruit, 
fish but no bread, raisins - coated with chocolate - much more 
interesting than healthy ones, cream, oil, a towel, some 
mugs(" my cup runneth over"), to name just a few. We took it 
in turns to read the appropriate verse from the bible and put 
our items on the table for others to buy.  Two of our members 
weren't aware that items would be sold off so one of them had 
to buy back what he had brought. You know who you are Mr 
B! The money raised will go towards our donation to church 
funds. 
 
The speaker at our next meeting was 
Christine Dunn, the Circuit 
Administrator. Christine is also a local 
preacher. Her talk was loosely based 
on her job but first she took us back to 
her early church life by showing us a 
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Guild 

dress which her mother had made for her when she was 3 
years old to wear at the annual Whit Walks in Rochdale and 
a framed picture of herself wearing it. Christine  lives in Bury 
and goes to the Bolton Road Church.  
 
She explained what the role of a Circuit Administrator entails, 
the greatest tasks being keeping records of church officials 
up to date, taking minutes at meetings and producing the 
quarterly plan. She gave no secrets away but obviously 
enjoys what she is doing.  
 
Previously she spent many 
years living and working in 
and around Cardiff. She has 
worked at the National 
Statistics office, (and showed 
us a mug commemorating the 
2011 census), a 
pharmaceutical company, 
and a steel fabricating company amongst others. She had 
interesting tales about all her places of work and kept us 
entertained for a full hour. Eileen Thomasson thanked her for 
coming. 
 
We are continuing to meet every 2 weeks and our numbers 
are pleasingly slowly growing.   
 
Our next meeting is on March 30th at 2pm when our 
speaker is Mrs Noelle Leather who lives in Ainsworth.  
Noelle is a member of Lancashire Wildlife Trust and her topic 
is "Peat". We welcome anyone to join us. 
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M e t h o d i s t s  

 The History of Methodism  
Part Four  ‘The conversions ‘  

Both John and Charles Wesley returned to England from 
America deeply dissatisfied with their spiritual state. Still 
heavily influenced by the Moravians they met on the voyage, the 
Weasleys joined in a 'Religious Society', and in May 1738 both 
underwent a profound spiritual experience. John famously 
described this in his Journal for 24 May 1738 

 
"In the evening I went very unwillingly to 
a society in Aldersgate Street, where 
one was reading Luther's preface to the 
Epistle to the Romans. About a 
quarter before nine, while he was 
describing the change which God works 
in the heart through faith in Christ, I felt 
my heart strangely warmed. I felt I did 

trust in Christ, Christ alone for salvation, and an assurance was given 
me that he had taken away my sins, even mine and saved me from the 
law of sin and death." 
 
Three days earlier, following his own 'conversion', Charles had 
written a hymn: 
 
Where shall my wondering soul begin 
How shall I all to heaven aspire? 
A slave redeemed from death and sin, 
A brand plucked from eternal fire, 
How shall I equal triumphs raise, 
Or sing my great Deliverer's praise? 
 
Flowing from the complete assurance they felt in God's love 
and forgiveness, their faith was lived out in lives that went on to 
influence millions.  Charles went on to write over 6,000 hymns, 
while John used his organising genius to turn a spontaneous 
movement into structured body which became the origin of 
today's world-wide Methodist Church.  

     From—Methodist.org.uk 
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F l o w e r  &  r e f r e s h m e n t s  r o t a s  

Flower Plan  
 

Please continue to 
place your own 

flowers in church.  

Keys can be obtained 
from Doreen Firth. 

If it is not possible for 
you to place the 

flowers please contact 
Janet Firth giving at 

least 2 weeks notice.  

The full rota for 2023 
is on the porch notice 

board, or pick up a 
copy from the porch 

table. 

If you wish to fill a 
vacancy on the list or 
wish to swap a date, 
please contact Janet.  

 April 

2nd Palm Sunday 

9th Easter Sunday 

16th Mrs E Burns 

23rd Mrs W Yates 

30th Mrs J Pilkington 

 May 

7th Mrs K Lodmore 

14th Vacant 

21st Mrs H Merrick 

28th Mr D Earnshaw 

REFRESHMENTS  ROTA 
 

April 

Pat Bennet Anne Maskrey Judith Gathercole 
May 

Anne Bainbridge Kathleen Lodmore Carole Inman  



18 

 

    
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

  

Fun  Pages 
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C h u r c h  R ol es  

MINISTER: Rev. Chris Pritchard  01204 301673  

LAY PASTOR: Glen Atkinson  - glen.atkinson@hotmail.co.uk 

TREASURER; Michael Bainbridge 

CHURCH COUNCIL SECRETARY & ASSISTANT TREASURER  

Linda Binns 

PROPERTY SECRETARY; Linda Binns 

PROPERTY STEWARD; Mike Bainbridge 

CHURCH STEWARD; Hilda Keenan.  

VESTRY STEWARDS; Anne Bainbridge, Kathleen Lodmore. 

SAFEGUARDING OFFICER; Fiona Belli 

EVENTS SECRETARY; Vacant 

GRAVEYARD ADMINISTRATION; Kathleen Lodmore 

CHOIR  LEADER:  Mike Bainbridge 

FLOWER ROTA:  Janet Firth  

GUILD  SECRETARY:  Kathleen Lodmore 

JMA  SECRETARY:   Anne Bainbridge 

ACTION FOR CHILDREN : Vacant  

MAGAZINE EDITOR:  Peter Firth pdf1@hotmail.co.uk 

ROOM BOOKINGS Lindy Bentley lettings@ainsworthmethodist.org.uk 

WEEKLY NOTICES EDITOR: Mike Bainbridge 
ainsworthnews@hotmail.com  

SUNDAY SCHOOL  LEADER Fiona Belli 

WEBSITE; Mike Bainbridge  

Items for email distribution to church members (virtual notices); 

mail@ainsworthmethodist.org.uk  

Bolton Methodist Circuit contacts: 

Superintendent —  

Rev. Chris Pritchard01204 301673  

Children and Youth Pastor  Joanne Dolman  

childrenandyouthpastorjo@gmail.comLy 
Pastor 

 

 

 

 

To all that give 
their time for these 

important roles 



21 

 

 

Here are the sets of readings that preachers 

 for the Sunday services (pages 22 & 23) are 

 likely to base the services and/or their sermon on. 

 

 

 

 

 

L e c t i o n a r y  

April 2nd 9th 16th  23rd 30th 

Matthew 21:1-11  Acts 10:34-43  
Acts 2:14a, 22-

32  

Acts 
2:14a, 36-

41  
Acts 2:42-47  

Psalm 118:1-2, 19-29  
Psalm 118:1-

2,14-24  
Psalm 16  

Psalm 
115:1-4, 
12- 19  

Psalm 23  

Texts for The Passion;- 
Isaiah 50:4-9a,       
Psalm 31:9-16,  

Colossians 
3:1-4 1  

1 Peter 1:3-9 
1 Peter 
1:17-23  

1 Peter 2:19-25  

Philippians 2:5-11,   
Matthew 26:14-27:66 or 

Matthew 27:11-54   
John 20:1-18  John 20:19-31  

Luke 
24:13-35  

John 10:1-10  

May 7th 14th 21st 28th 

Acts 7:55-60  Acts 17:22-31  Acts 1:6-14  Acts 2:1-21  

Psalm 31:1-5, 15-16  Psalm 66:8-20  
Psalm 68:1-10, 32- 

35  
Psalm 104:24-34, 

35b  

1 Peter 2:2-10  1 Peter 3:13-22  
1 Peter 4:12-14, 

5:6-11  
1 Cor 12:3b-13  

John 14:1-14  John 14:15-21  John 17:1-11  John 20:19-23  
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Quiet Space at the Triangle  
New Church Road, BL1 5QP 

9th April  & 14th May 6.30pm.  
Led by Rev. Hilary Howarth 
 

Circuit Youth Services  
Trinity Church Bury Road, Tongue Fold BL2 6AS   

April 23rd & May 28th 6.00pm 
 

Classic Praise at Ainsworth 
April 2nd 6.00pm 
 

Worship on Wednesday 
Trinity Church Bury Road, Tongue Fold BL2 6AS   

Wednesday 12th April  & 10th May. Food at 
6.30pm followed by worship at 7.30pm.  

 
Sunday Morning Service 
- On Local radio at 11am 
Bolton FM is available on 96.5FM and 
online at www.boltonfm.com – it is also 
available on your smart speaker and 
digitally via TuneIn. 
 
If you miss the show you can listen 
again for up to 1 week on Bolton FM’s 
website. https://www.boltonfm.com/
listen-again/  
Bolton Methodist Circuits' Lay Pastor Sue Snowdon and guests 
present this inspirational programme each Sunday and there is  
a different “preacher” each week. 

B o l t o n  C i r c u i t  S e r v i c e s  
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Ainsworth Methodist is 
a FAIRTRADE church 

Sunday Services  at Ainsworth Methodist Church 

April   

2nd 10.15 am  

 

 

6.00 pm 

Meet at the Chapel  at 10.15 am  for  a joint 
service at Christ Church  Ainsworth at 
10.30 am—Mr Glen Atkinson   
 
Classic Praise with  Rev. Chris Pritchard 

9th 11.15 am  Rev Phil Belli  

Holy Communion 

16th 11.15 am Mrs Christine Penketh  

23rd  11.15 am Rev. Anne Cash 

30th 11.15 am Rev. Chris Pritchard  

May   

7th 11.15 am Mr Glen Atkinson   
  
(N.B. There is no Classic Praise evening service this month) 

14th 11.15 am Rev. Chris Pritchard  

Holy Communion 

21st 11.15 am Mr Jeff  Millington 

28th 11.15 am Mr Michael Hawksworth 
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Ainsworth Methodist Church 

Bury Old Road 

Ainsworth 

Near Bolton BL2 5SD  

lettings@ainsworthmethodist.org.uk 

Enter into his gates 
with thanksgiving 

Psalm 100:4 

Minister:  Rev. Chris  Pritchard  

33 Ryeburn Drive  

Harwood BL2 3FP  

01204 301673  

 cn.pritchard@btopenworld.com 

Lay Pastor: Glen Atkinson  - glen.atkinson@hotmail.co.uk 


